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“…a gift for humor—both broad and subtle—
Binder captivates” 
—Publishers Weekly
“Kids will cotton to storyteller Mark Binder.” 
—Booklist
“Listeners of all cultural backgrounds will be enter-
tained by these tales.” 
—School Library Journal
“…the best storyteller we’ve had!” 
—The Fay School
“Mark Binder is a great bloke. A man who knows, who 
feels, who genuinely loves, and who is very smart and a 
true creative spirit who carves out wonder in a world at 
times bent on the wicked.” 
—Larry Quick
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About Mark — a brief biography

“Readers and listeners often ask if my stories are true. I typi-
cally joke back, ‘All my stories are true and some of them re-
ally happened.’ This is what I call the Politician’s Answer. It’s 
neither a lie nor the truth, but passes the time long enough 
for the focus to shift to a better topic.”	
— by Mark Binder from It Ate My Sister

Mark Binder is the author of numerous award-winning books and CDs. 
As an author, his work falls into three categories: original and traditional 
folk-style tales, the “Chelm” series of books and stories, and autobio-
graphical whoppers and lies. His novel, The Brothers Schlemiel was re-
cently published in a beautifully illustrated hardcover edition. It Ate My 
Sister, is a favorite book for youngsters ages 10 and up (and adults with 
a sense of humor). His collection, The Bedtime Story Book was written 
for caregivers to share with their children, and has sold more than 60,000 
copies in a dozen editions.

“I write and tell stories for a living. No matter which genre I am working in, whether 
you are reading or listening, I hope that the stories cross boundaries and are universal 
in their appeal to people of all ages and cultures.”	
—Mark Binder 

Mark Binder claims to have a degree in Mythology from Columbia University. He is a graduate of the Trinity 
Rep Conservatory, earned a Masters degree in English and Theater, and has taught “Telling Lies” to college and 
high school students. For more than a decade, he has toured the United States sharing his books and spoken-
word stories with audiences of all ages, flavors and varieties. He regularly performs in schools, and community 
centers, religious venues, theaters and festivals.

“Not long ago, I was at a meeting of artists and performers, all of whom were com-
plaining. I looked around the room and considered what ‘worked’ for live events. The 
list included spectacle, huge crowds, food, multiple stages and so on, none of which I 
could provide. So, I asked myself, what is it that I do, that I can do, and that I want to 
do? The answer came back in an instant. I can transmit Joy. Joy is something that you 
can’t get over the internet. It’s not something that communicates in a film or television 
show. You only get Joy from other people. Before all my events, I set in my mind the 
intent that at some point during a show, I want everyone in the room to experience Joy. 
It may not even be the same moment, but I want them to walk away with that feeling. 
It’s been a major shift in the right direction.”	
—Mark Binder in a conversation with Beth Hellman

Mark Binder was born in Newton, MA, grew up in Bethesda, MD, has lived in New York, Cambridge and Lon-
don and resides in Providence RI. In his spare time he bakes bread and makes pizza. He has three children, and 
is engaged to be married.
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Performance Description
How do you describe a performer who can change gears with each story? 	
It’s not easy.

In person, Mark Binder is dynamic and entertaining. His spoken-word stories 
enthrall audiences. With a huge repertoire of both original and traditional 
tales, he is able to adapt his material to suit the audience. His performances 
can target one age group, or can be truly multigenerational, captivating people 
of all ages—young, teens, adults, families and seniors.

Many of Mark’s stories are whoppers or tall tales. He enjoys the far-fetched, 
exaggerated adventure. He likes to say that his favorite story describes the 
construction of an impossible event, building it bit by bit until the entire tee-
tering structure of the feat collapses or implodes. 

He also shares, with humor and insight, stories that are, or sound, traditional. 
His programs range from silly stories, and spooky tales to thematically or sea-
sonally connected programs. He also presents several tightly structured sets, 
including “The Art of Peace” and “Eureka! Relieving Math Anxiety.”

People of all ages enjoy Mark’s performances because they are able to share the experience on a variety of dif-
ferent levels. He neither talks down to an older crowd, nor goes so far above the heads of a younger crowd that 
they are lost. As he says, “I look out at the crowd, and adjust accordingly.”

And when necessary, he threatens to sing.

Training and Background (more details)
Mark is a graduate of the Trinity Rep Theater Conservatory with training as an actor, director and playwright.

He holds a BA from Columbia College, Columbia University. During his undergraduate career, he took courses 
in more than 20 different departments. He studied playwrighting under Howard Stein at the Hammerstein Cen-
ter for the Arts and storytelling with Spalding Gray. He received a MA from Rhode Island College in Theater 
and English. Mark spent two years studying dance and Decroux style movement with The Adaptors in New 
York City. He has been a student of Aikido, the martial art for peace, since 1991. 

He has worked as a newspaper and magazine editor, and is the founder of the American Story Theater.

He has served on the adjunct faculty of the Rhode Island School of Design where he was nominated for the 
John R. Frazier Award for Excellence in Teaching.

His programs have received grant funding from the United States Department of Education, the National 
Storytelling Network, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, and the 
Rhode Island Department of Education.

Favorite festivals and venues include…
• WaterFire Providence	 	 • ReadBoston Literacy Tour	 • LAUGHS Festival

• Live Bait, Perishable Theater	 • Sharing the Fire	 	 • Three Apples Story Festival

• Life is Good Watermelon Festival	 • Rhode Stories Festival	 • New England Folk Festival

My goal is to transmit joy…
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Bibliography and Discography

A Holiday Present. Seven stories for seven cultures. Recorded live. Light Publications, 2010.

It Was a Dark And Stormy Night. Spooky and comedy. Recorded live. Light Publications, 
2010.

It Ate My Sister. A humorous autobiography. Softcover. Light Publications, 2010.

The Bed Time Story Book. Thirty six stories to read aloud. Softcover, illustrated. Light Publi-
cations, 2010.

The Brothers Schlemiel. A novel about identical twins. Hardcover, illustrated. JPS, 2008. 

A Hanukkah Present. Hardcover, illustrated, Light Publications, 2007. Softcover edition 
2008. Finalist for National Jewish Book Award for Family Literature.

Dead at Knotty Oak. Limited edition live audio cd, Light Publications, 2006

A Hanukkah Present. Eight stories for eight nights. Studio recording. 2007 Storytelling 
World Award Honors. Light Publications, 2005

Classic Stories for Boys and Girls. Ten stories for youngsters. Children’s Music Web Award 
and iParenting Media Award. Light Publications, 2004.

Tall Tales, Whoppers and Lies. Recorded live at the New England Folk Festival. Light Publi-
cations, 2003.

The Brothers Schlemiel (from birth to bar mitzvah). Audio book. Light Publications, 2001

The Everything Bed Time Story Book. Softcover. 100 stories from around the world for 
young people. Published by Adams Media Corporation, July 1999.

Crumbs Don’t Count—The Rationalization Diet. Humorous anti-diet book, published by 
Avon Books, July 1998.

Short Fiction. Hundreds of short stories and novellas published around the world in maga-
zines, newspapers, consumer, literary and trade magazines including: Cricket Magazine, The 
Forward, Fresh Cup, Conjure Magazine, Bostonia Magazine, Beer—The Magazine, Camping & RV, The 
Lookout, The Family, The Shofar, Hadassah, The Jewish Voice, Atlanta Jewish Times, The Reporter, The 
Canadian Jewish News, Good Times, The Observer, Quix Art Quarterly, The Great Swamp Gazette…

It 
was a 
dark 

and 
stormy
night…

Mark Binder

Chilling, Thrilling, Funny!A	multicultural

Holiday Present!

as	told	by	Mark	Binder

Warm Winter
Stories for…

Christmas
Kwanzaa
Chanukah 
Ramadan
Diwali
Solstice
New Year’s

My family is so weird…
I wouldn’t go so far to say that we’re psycho. 

It’s just that strange things happen to us:

• explosions •
• genetic mutations •
• poisonous snakes •

• ghost attacks •

and other mishaps.

Sometimes I wish that we could all just relax.

Top 10 reasons to buy this book
 10. Loaded with practical tips

   — like what to do if your sister is being eaten
 9. Makes your family seem normal
 8. Meet the world’s smallest professional wrestler
 7. Dynamite recipe for Flying Roast Turkey
 6. Prevents bad breath in lab rats
 5.  Secret code that may reveal the meaning of life*

 4. Action. Suspense. Flatulence.
 3. New, improved, and now more than 72% slug-free!
 2. Lasts longer than a pizza
 1.  More laughs than “Johnny Tremain”

$9.95	
Light Publications
Fiction	•	Autobiography
www.lightpublications.com

*Or not. See secret code above.
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The	100%	true	
autobiography	of	
an	award-winning	

writer	and	
professional	liar

Mark Binder
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36	Fun-to-Read	Stories

The Bed Time 
Story Book

Familiar	favorites	and	classics	that	
will	enchant	the	whole	family

Mark Binder

Turn bed time into fun family time!
The Bed Time Story Book	is	a	wonderfully	original	collection	of	

36	stories	that	will	entertain	the	entire	family.

You	can	look	forward	to	bed	time	and	share	the	joy	of	reading.

“Accompanied	by	classic	illustrations,	the	stories	are	retold	in	an	
exceptionally	amusing	style	and	perfect	for	reading	aloud.”

Turn	your	evening	goodnight	into	quality	family	time	with	
traditional	stories,	familiar	rhymes,	and	favorite	interpretations.

Includes	tips	and	tricks	and	fun	ideas	that	will	help	you	
get	started	and	keep	you	(and	your	young	listeners)	engaged!

The	Bedtime	Story	Book	will	inspire	the	youngest	readers.

Mark	Binder	is	an	award-winning	author	
and	a	professional	storyteller.	He	lives	with	
his	family	in	Providence,	Rhode	Island.

More	than	60,000 
Bed Time Story Books in	Print!

Listen	to	Mark	Binder’s	
Classic Stories for Boys and Girls 

on	iTunes!

$9.95	
Light Publications
Children’s	Classics
www.lightpublications.com
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10	Fun-to-Hear

Classic Stories 
for Boys and Girls

Once upon a time, 
there were three 
bears who lived 
in house, which is 
kind of a strange 
place for bears to 
live in…

told	by	Mark	Binder
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Several Quotes and Endorsements

Storytelling…

“awesome storyteller”	
—Southborough News

“It is wonderful to work with performers who know their craft and 
their business.”	
—Slater Mill

Books and Recordings

“Lethal Latkes... is not a murder mystery. It concerns some awful-tast-
ing latkes (potato pancakes) and what you might call another Hanuk-
kah miracle: love.” 	
 —New York Times 

“Rhode Island author and storyteller Mark Binder is the  spellbinder in this clever recording.” 	
—School Library Journal

“…infused with gentle humor… entirely suitable for—and  commended to—all audiences.”	
—The Providence Journal

“Wired Words…Electric Prose”	
—The Phoenix

“Think you’ve heard Jack and the Beanstalk? 
Think again… Remember Jack cutting down 
the stalk with an axe? Not this time, homey. 
Booya! My man Jack comes correct with a fully 
loaded chainsaw. Binder does crazy imperson-
ations….”	
—Providence Monthly

And a few more from readers and listeners…

“I read A Hanukkah Present completely in one night (only did that one other time with a 
Stephen King book), and enjoyed it immensely. If I knew Woody Allen’s address I’d send 
him a copy because I know he would enjoy it, too. I’ll be looking forward to reading The 
Brothers Schlemiel next.”

“I just had to let you know how my six year old grandson told everyone at the holiday 
table about your stories, in detail. It would have so made you smile! His comments began, 
‘I met an author yesterday.’ I didn’t know he was following the stories so closely!”

“Awesome and funny. Who knew adults could enjoy stories?!”



Mark Binder - Author/Storyteller/Nice Guy

Contact: beth@markbinder.com	 •	 401-272-8707	         •		 	 	 	 	 p. 6

Storytelling Magazine, July/August 2006

Continued on next page

Continued
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Binder Spins Yarns About the
Ocean State and Beyond

his is no tall tale: Sto-
ryteller Mark Binder
gives his audiences a

good time.When the 40-year-old
performer steps on stage and
into the stories he writes, he’s
having fun.And that energy
serves his audiences well.

“I really want people to enjoy
themselves; that’s first on my
list,” says the Providence-based
author and storyteller, whose
dry and wacky wit works its way
easily into the tales he tells.

Binder is relatively new to
storytelling; but four years into
this professional career, his plate
is pretty full. “I used to be a real
Rhode Islander for awhile about
driving,” he quips, referring to
many residents’ disdain for being
on the road for more than 15
minutes. “Now I don’t mind driv-
ing to and fro for story gigs.”

In fact, now he travels to fes-
tivals, schools, libraries, churches,
synagogues and camps with a
hidden agenda: “I believe that
storytelling is a great literacy tool. It
makes a difference to hear a story, to see
pictures in your mind and to have words
evoke characters and settings.”

While some days are easier than oth-
ers for Binder to crank up to perform, he
seems to have found a fulfilling niche
where he combines his loves of writing,
acting and telling tall tales. He grew into
his job in that order.

“I’ve been writing for 20 years,” says
the Columbia University graduate who
turned down acceptance to Columbia’s
graduate schools of theater and journal-
ism for study at Trinity Rep Conservatory.
For two years, from 8 in the morning until
10 at night, he acted, directed and wrote
plays.The conservatory, he says, was
“intensive, fun, like boot camp for theater.”

Intensity works for Binder.About 
12 years ago, he founded the Real Fun
Theater Company in Providence, where
he was determined to produce one play
per month.The company performed
seven shows in eight months, and Binder
“burnt out.” Barely breaking even, he
quelled the company that thrived for a
while above the Columbus Theater and
began to freelance.

Binder had worked his way around
the local newspaper and magazine indus-
tries and had continued writing fiction
when he was invited to a storytelling
group.There he read parts of the Brothers
Schlemiel, a serialized novel about twin
brothers confused from birth that ran in
100 newspaper installments in the Texas
Jewish Herald Voice.

At some point during the
evening, he wondered,“Can I
do that?” He could, and did.
Binder, who studied with
Spalding Gray, parlayed his
writing and theater experi-
ence into storytelling gigs and
decided initially never to tell
the same story twice. “I
broke that idea quickly,” he
laughs. He writes about 80
percent of his tales and
changes them slightly with
each gig. Depending on the
pulse of his listeners, he’ll
happily tell the story of 
“Bad Breath Bill,” or the 
“PI (poison ivy) Kid,” neither
of which is autobiographical,
he says.

Although he says it’s
“scary to give up on my cur-
rent repertoire,” Binder is
giving his latest batch of sto-
ries, the “Great Rhode Island
Clam Shake,” a go in Boston
and other communities.
Among other tales, he’s

telling a story of Digga Dan, a Rhode
Islander who trains the errant Cyril the
seagull to dig clams for him. Binder hopes
his latest CD, Beyond the Ocean State, fea-
turing Digga Dan, will be ready in time for
his performance this month at the Jonny-
cake Storytelling Festival in Peace Dale.

Binder says he’s constantly looking for
ways to improve his craft. “If you’ve seen
me perform three years ago, I’m better
now. If you see me three years ahead, I’ll
be even better then. But,” he deadpans, “I
don’t suggest waiting that long.” 

Learn more about Binder and his CDs
and books by visiting www.markbinder.com
or calling 272-8707.

Donna J. Ursillo is a freelance writer and
mother of one in Westerly.

Mark Binder’s new CD, Beyond the Ocean State, fea-
tures “Rhode Island-ese” of all sorts. PHOTO BY MARK REA
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